
B.A. 1ST SEMESTER (HONOURS) EXAMINATION, 2021-22  

ENGLISH  

 Course ID: 10311                 Course Code: AH/ENG/101/C-1  

Course Title: British Poetry and Drama: From Old English Period to 17th Century  

 Time: 2 Hours                Full Marks: 40  

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.  

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words as far as practicable.  

  

Answer the following questions.  

  

1. Answer any one of the following questions:                     1x10= 10  

a) Critically comment on the rhetorical devices used in Shakespeare’s Sonnet No. 65 to 

represent the relationship between beauty and time. 

b) Discuss Spenser’s “One day I wrote her name upon the strand” as an Elizabethan love-

sonnet.  

  

2. Answer any one of the following questions:                    1x10= 10  

a) In A Midsummer Night’s Dream Shakespeare dramatises the human journey from discord 

to concord. – Discuss. 

b) Examine the role of Bottom in A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

c) Comment on the atmosphere of evil in Macbeth. 

d) Critically analyse the sleepwalking scene in Macbeth.        

  

P.T.O. 



  

3. Answer any one of the following questions:                     1x10= 10  

a) Write a note on Anglo-Saxon elegiac poetry.                                                                       

b) Assess the role of the University wits in the development of English drama.    

4. Answer any five of the following questions:                       5x2 = 10  

a) Why does the lover in ‘The Sun Rising’ chide the sun as “unruly” and “saucy”? 

b) “We sicken to shun sickness when we purge.” – What does this line imply? 

c) How does the host encourage the Nun’s Priest to tell a cheerful tale? 

d) "Vain man," said she, "that dost in vain assay.” – Briefly comment. 

e) “I am the merry wanderer of the night” – Write a brief note on some of the activities of the 

“wanderer”. 

f) Why does Helena decide to reveal the plan of Lysander and Hermia to Demetrius? What is 

the outcome of this? 

g) “The best in this kind are but shadows; and the worst are no worse, if imagination amend 

them”.  – Critically comment. 

h) “There’s no art/To find the mind’s construction in the face.” – Analyse the underlying irony 

in the line. 

i) “So foul and fair a day I have not seen” – Who is the speaker? What is the significance of 

the comment? 

j) “We have scorched the snake, not killed it”. – Locate and annotate. 

 --------------------  

 


